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Excellency, 

Esteemed Representatives from Counterpart Ministries and Organizations,
Distinguished delegates 
Delegates from Professional Organizations and Academic Institutions,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning to all of you,


I am honored and delighted to be here together with esteem delegations from respective Belt and Road Initiative countries, and to deliver a keynote speech at this prestigious meeting. 


First and foremost, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to Ministry of Emergency Management of the People’s Republic of China for extending the invitation to our ministry and providing this opportunity to share our knowledge and experience, particularly search and rescue capabilities, reflect on lessons from recent Mandalay earthquake with all the participants here. 

Today BRIDRREM covers three major areas: disaster risk reduction, work safety and emergency rescue. Thus, it serves as the common platform where expertise from various fields can be exchanged and knowledge can be shared. In fact, this meeting is an important initiative to bring all professionals and experts from different specializations in contributing our attempt to achieve Sustainable Development  Goals (SDGs), the Paris Agreement on Climate Change and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction by 2030.

We live in an era marked by intensifying and frequent disasters, ranging from earthquakes and typhoons to floods. Most countries continue to face growing risks from both natural and human-induced disasters. No country is exempt from these challenges, and this reality calls for stronger solidarity, enhanced cooperation, and the sharing of experience, knowledge, and resources among the international community.
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Secondly, I wish to briefly explain about the disaster management countermeasures of Myanmar and experience of Myanmar’s coordinated response to a major earthquake that struck the country on 28th March this year. As you all are aware, disasters in many countries worldwide are getting more complex and more costly in terms of their impacts and effects. 


Likewise, our Myanmar, with its geography, is prone to all types of hydrological and geological hazards. To ensure an effective disaster management system, the government enacted the Disaster Management Law and its rules in 2013 and 2015, respectively. Moreover, the National Disaster Management Committee (NDMC) is formed, consisting of (12) working committees led by the union ministers of the concerned ministries at the national level, and the sub-national bodies are also in place. Among the 12 working committees, the Search and Rescue Working Committee, led by the Fire Service Department under the Ministry of Home Affairs, and its teams have been systematically formed from the national level to the grass-roots level.

This multi-tiered system bridges central guidance with community action, enabling rapid mobilization of resources and seamless coordination among ministries, civil society, and the private sector.

In light of the recent powerful with (7.7) magnitude Mandalay earthquake happened, it impacted widespread areas, especially developed major cities in Myanmar. Within three hours of the seismic event, initial preparations were undertaken to establish a Disaster Management Centre (DMC) in a safe and accessible area to coordinate urgent emergency response operations. Since our Head of State’s invitation and welcomed, International cooperation was the cornerstone of earthquake response efforts. 
Search and rescue teams from the People’s Republic of China, the Russian Federation, the Republic of India, and the ASEAN were among the first to arrive, followed by more than 2,811 personnel from 25 countries. Their swift deployment and dedicated efforts, together with the effective use of advanced technologies including AI advance techniques, and the close coordination with the Myanmar Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) and Emergency Medical Teams (EMT), made it possible to save 653 lives during the critical hours of the operation.

This successful response earned a profound boost from our international partners. On behalf of our country, and quake-affected community, I wish to express our profound appreciation and sincere gratitude to all international search and rescue, as well as medical teams, for their tireless service and solidarity. 
Particularly, within 24 hours, the Government of China deployed its highly skilled Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) team. Their advanced equipment, technical expertise, and canine units complemented our efforts in the most challenging sites. We are deeply grateful for their professionalism, generosity, and solidarity. Such friendship and cooperation truly embody the spirit of shared responsibility and mutual assistance that the Belt and Road Initiative continues to promote among nations.
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Third, building on this momentum, Myanmar’s Search and Rescue Working Committee is committed to expand joint USAR exercises with neighboring countries, integrate advanced technologies into USAR function, firefighting machines, and drone imagery and satellite communications guided prioritization of search-zones, enhance data-driven risk mapping and real-time coordination platforms, invest in community-based first responders, so that every township has trained volunteers ready to act. 

In doing so, we call for all partners to deepen collaboration through knowledge exchange, capacity-building programs, and technology transfer. Together, we can enhance response capabilities, minimize loss of life and reduce their suffering. By sharing experiences, harmonizing standards, and standing shoulder-to-shoulder in moments of crisis, we will safeguard our people and strengthen the resilience of our region.
Let me conclude by extending my heartfelt thanks once again, especially to the Government of China and all international USAR teams for your partnership in saving lives during earthquakes and beyond. Let us continue to work together to forge a future where every nation is prepared, every community is protected, and every life is valued. Thank you to everyone, and I wish you a safe and pleasant journey home. Thanks.
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